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State of Alabama
Definition of Gifted
“Intellectually gifted children and youth are those who perform at high levels in academic or creative fields when compared to others of their age, experience, or environment. These children and youth require services not ordinarily provided by the regular school program. Children and youth possessing these abilities can be found in all populations, across all economic strata, and in all areas of human endeavor.” (Alabama Admin. Code r. 290-8-9-.14)
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In order to be in this class, you must have been formally identified as gifted/talented in Shelby County prior to the start of the school year, or be identified according to the “Notice of Gifted Education Services” in Shelby County Code of Conduct and Attendance 2011 – 2012 for Middle and High Schools (pg. 20). A Gifted Education Plan (GEP) must be signed and returned to Mrs. Crawford.
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Welcome and Contact Information
Welcome, or welcome back, to my class.  I hope the following pages will be helpful as you prepare for and go through the following year. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call the school (205-682-5510), or e-mail me (b2crawford@shelbyed.k12.al.us).
Mrs. Crawford’s Biography
[image: ]
My name is Bethanne Crawford.  I graduated from the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) with a Bachelors of Arts in elementary education in December of 1992.  I started teaching at a small private school in the fall of 1993.  I returned to UAB in 1995, to work on my Masters of Science (M.S.) in elementary education, finishing in 1997.
I came to Riverchase Middle School (RMS) in the fall of 1997, working as a special education aide.  The opportunity arose for me to become one of the gifted/talented teachers at RMS.  I received my M.S. in gifted/talented education from the University of Alabama in 1999, and then continued to pursue my Educational Specialist Degree in gifted/talented, graduating in 2001.
Gifted and talented education seems to be a natural fit for me.  I truly enjoy working with students who are creative and intellectually stimulated.  It never ceases to amaze me what these kids can do.  They keep me on my toes.
I live in Leeds, Alabama.  I have a wonderful husband, Don, and three fabulous children, Nicki, Dara, and Chase. I have a toy poodle named Abby.  She’s making up for the “empty nest” thing going on. I love to read and exercise. I think a lot more can get done with quiet contemplation than with noisy chaos.
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Class Rules
· Come in SILENTLY and begin bell work.
· Listen and follow directions the FIRST TIME.
· Have all supplies ready for class.
· Have an independent reading book with you at all times.
· Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.
· Respect others
		Physically
		Intellectually
		Emotionally
Spiritually 
Culturally


Class Procedures
· Come in silently.  Sharpen pencils before the tardy bell.
· Have assignments our on desk ready to turn in.
· Work on Bell Work silently.
· Read daily agenda and get out required material(s) for class.
· Discussion of Bell Work and Daily Agenda.
· Stay on task during instructional times.
· If you complete assignments early, get your independent reading book out and read.
· Teacher dismisses the class, not the bell.
· Students must sign out and sign in every time they individually leave the classroom.
· Remember “Testing Courtesy.”  No talking to anyone and no asking to leave the room for any reason until all the tests are turned in.
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Assignments
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All activities and assignments are made with the gifted learner in mind. Assignments are differentiated to accommodate the academic and social/emotional needs of these students. 
Because the gifted/talented program is conducted through the English Language Arts curriculum in middle school, there will not be regular nightly homework assignments. The bulk of the assignments will be completed in class.  It takes time to read and get into depth with the various pieces.  However, some assignments will have implied homework, especially projects and book reports.  I want to know what the students can do; not their parents.
Assignments have definite due dates, and the assignments’ half-lives are brutal.
Due date = full credit
Late one day = half credit
Late two days = quarter credit
Late three days = no credit, parent contacted, and assignment completed 
I will abide by the Shelby County Code of Conduct and Attendance 2011 – 2012 for Middle and High Schools for missing work due to absences or discipline issues.
Daily assignments are on the agenda board in the classroom.  Weekly assignments are usually found on my web-page on the school’s web-site. Long-term assignments will be given to the students as a syllabus for each nine-week grading period.
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E-Assignments
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Because it is an electronic world, most of my formal assignments will be typed, submitted by e-mail, presented electronically, or some other form of computer generated product. I will try to allow class time for computer access, but this is not possible for all assignments.  If a student does not have home computer access, the Media Center is open at 7:20 a.m., for the students to use the computers.  The public libraries have computers for student use, also. If necessary, I will make provisions for computer access after school with three days notice.

Special Circumstances
The Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan will be followed for students dually served in Special Education. No accommodations or modifications will be made for students without an IEP or 504 Plan.  Such accommodations and/or modifications not provided for students without IEPs or 504 Plans in content gifted/talented classes include, but are not exclusive to the following: extending time for assignments through programs such as Last Chance Café, academic referrals through BBSST (this does not apply for behavioral or disciplinary referrals), A+ Reading and Math, pulling from electives in order to make up standards not mastered, etc.  
Students identified as gifted/talented should be performing at levels above the general education population for the content. A conference will be called with the parents of students who are not performing up to the class standards in academics or behavior.
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Discipline
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I will strictly follow the Shelby County Code of Conduct and Attendance 2011 – 2012 for Middle and High Schools for attendance and discipline matters.  
For “minor” issues, the Three Strike Policy will be in effect in my classroom.  If a student receives three strikes in a month for breaking class rules or for committing Class I Violations (Shelby County Code of Conduct, pp. 8-9.), they will receive a Detention notice. More serious violations (Class II and above) will be dealt with according to the “Disciplinary Actions” in the Shelby County Code of Conduct and Attendance 2011 – 2012 for Middle and High Schools (pp 10 – 12).

Attendance 
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Class starts when the tardy bell rings.  I expect students to be in their seats and working silently at that time. Students coming into the class after the tardy bell will need a hall pass from another faculty or staff member to be excused.  The Shelby County Code of Conduct and Attendance 2011 – 2012 for Middle and High Schools, clearly defines the consequences of absences/tardiness and make-up work.
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APPENDIX A
7th Grade GEP
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8th Grade GEP
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APPENDIX B
Websites of Interest
DiscoverySchool.com  (http://school.discoveryeducation.com/students/).
	Offers homework help, articles, interactive activities, virtual tours, science
 fair ideas, and projects for kids
GT World (http://gtworld.org/).          	
GT World is an on-line support community for gifted and talented 
individuals and those who support and nurture them.
Hoagies’ Gifted Education Page  (http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/).    
	The “all things gifted” page.
OLogy (http://www.amnh.org/ology/).
Learn a lot about astronomy, paleontology, and the definitions of other 
ologies” on this site by taking journeys through space and the Gobi Desert.
The National Association of Gifted Children  (http://www.nagc.org/). 	
Information of gifted children for teachers and parents.
PBS: Public Broadcasting Service (www.pbs.org).
	Watch full episodes of your favorite PBS shows, explore music and the arts, 
	Find interesting in-depth news analysis, and more.
Virtual Middle School Library  (http://www.sldirectory.com/virtual.html).
Resources for the middle school reader including fun educational sites.
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APPENDIX C
Summer Reading
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